
 

At OLSH we acknowledge and pay respect to the Dja Dja Wurrung people, the original custodians of 
the land on which our parish school is located. We pay our respects to elders past and present and 

commit to actively work alongside First Nations People for reconciliation and justice for all. 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.  

W: olshelmore.catholic.edu.au     PH: 5432 6254     E: principal@olshelmore.catholic.edu.au  

From the Principal… 

  Newsletter No. 30                                                          17th September,  2025 

 

Dear Families and Friends of OLSH,  

As Term 3 draws to a close, I wanted to  reflect on the many joyful and 

enriching experiences we've shared as the OLSH community. It has 

been a term filled with learning, laughter and love — a true 

celebration of our OLSH Charism as heart people. I am very grateful to 

our students, staff and families and all that they bring to our 

community each and every day.   

From the fun and wonder of today’s Science Day, where curiosity and 

creativity came alive, to the beautiful and heartwarming Blessing of 

the Animals, we’ve seen our students engage deeply with both 

learning and faith. Our Athletics Carnival and Fun Sports Day brought 

energy, teamwork and plenty of cheering, while last Friday’s Learning 

Showcase gave our students a chance to shine and proudly share their 

achievements with their families. 

Thank you to our incredible students, dedicated staff and our 

supportive families. Your commitment, enthusiasm and care for each 

other make OLSH a truly special place. 

As we look ahead to Term 4, we’re excited for the adventures to come 

— including our Billabong and Canberra camps, the Melbourne 

excursion, Mission Day, our Little Chevis starting their educational 

journey at OLSH and the Gym and Swim program. These experiences 

promise to be filled with great learning and memorable milestones in 

our students’ growth and education. 

May the upcoming break be restful and re-energising for all and 

valuable time for your family to enjoy each other and have some fun. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 6 October 

for a final term filled with learning, growth, gratitude and celebration. 

With peace and blessings, 

Lisa Hitchcock 

COMING UP AT OLSH… 

TERM 3  

Sept 2025  

Thur 18th Confirmation and First  
Eucharist—2pm 

Fri 19th Last Day of Term—2:25 finish 

TERM 4   

Oct 2025  

Mon 6th First Day of Term  4 

Tue 7th - Thu 9th Elmore Field Days 

Wed 8th - Fri 10th Year 3/4 Camp 

Mon 13th Regional Athletics 

Fri 17th IMAX & Melbourne Museum 
excursion 

Fri 24th Prep Transitions 

Fri 31st Prep Transitions 

Nov 2025  

Mon 3rd Pupil Free Day - Report Writing Day 

Tues 4th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Fri 7th Mission Day 

Fri 21st Gym & swimming program starts 

Mon24th - Fri 28th Year 5/6 Camp 

Fri 28th Gym and Swimming 

Dec 2025  

Mon 1st Pupil Free Day—Planning Day 

Fri 5th Gym & Swimming 

Thu 11th Thanksgiving: Graduation Liturgy 

Fri 12th Gym & Swimming 

Tues 16th Last day of Term 4 for students 

http://www.olshelmore.catholic.edu.au
mailto:principal@olshelmore.catholic.edu.au


Sacramental Mass – Confirmation and First Eucharist  

We invite our community to join us tomorrow, Thursday 18 

September, for this very special celebration as three of our 

students are confirmed and make their first eucharist. Our Mass 

will be concelebrated by Fr Caldow and Fr Junray and starts at 

2pm in the OLSH Church. Please continue to pray for Bess, Jimmy 

and Reece and their families as they continue their sacramental 

faith journey. We pray they continue to grow in faith and always 

feel God’s loving presence in their lives.  

Tomorrow, we will have an early second break at 1:05pm for all 

of our students to attend our 2pm Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Finish & No Assembly Friday 19 September  

On Friday we will finish at 2:25pm. There will be no assembly 

because of our early finish.  

Division Athletics – Monday 15 September 

Congratulations to the students who competed at Division 

Athletics on Monday 15 September. They all competed with great 

determination to do their best and to support each other. We 

have some students moving on to Region in Bendigo on Monday 

13 October. We are so proud of all these superstars for their 

courage and enthusiasm at Division Athletics! 

 

 

 

 

RE Accreditation 

Congratulations to Mrs Portwine and Miss Forbes on 

completing their RE Accreditation. This is such a 

significant achievement, and we are very grateful for the 

commitment that Mrs 

Portwine and Miss 

Forbes have made to 

Catholic Education. We 

are very proud of you 

both! 

Elmore Field Days 

Volunteers needed: Waste/Bin Runners – Elmore Field 
Days 

We’re looking for helpers to wheel out rubbish bins for 
emptying on Mon–Thu at ~6pm. It’s quick, after-work 
friendly, and every shift helps raise funds for our sandpit 
refurbishment. 

Good news: No bin washing this year—just put them out 
for the truck.  

More details will come out over the school holidays. 

Keen to help? Reach out to Lisa. 

Thank you to our families for being so generous with their 

time working at the Field Days. The shifts our families 

have been allocated do not require before school care. 

Due to staffing in the first week of term, if you require 

after school care during the Field Days the OSH Club is 

available. Please contact Lisa if you have any questions or 

would like further information. 

The funds raised will go towards refurbishing our sandpit. 

Term 4 – Hats 

From the beginning of Term 4, hats are to be worn for 

outside play and lessons. Please remember to clearly 

label hats and all uniform items in permanent marker that 

way any misplaced uniform items should find their way 

back to their owner. 

 Student Attendance  

At OLSH, our 

community 

believes 

that every day 

of learning 

matters. 

Regular 

attendance is one of the most important factors in a 

child’s academic success, social development, and overall 

wellbeing. That’s why our school-wide goal: 95% 

attendance for every student. 



This means aiming to be at school at least 9.5 days out of every 

10 — a target that helps ensure students stay connected to 

their learning, their friends and our school community. 

We understand that sometimes absences are unavoidable due 

to illness or family circumstances. Together we all work 

towards our 95% goal and give every student the best chance 

to flourish. 

School Supervision Times – Keeping Our Students Safe 

A friendly reminder to all families about our school supervision 

hours: 

• Staff supervision begins at 8:30am each morning. 

• For students arriving on the early bus, supervision is 
available from 8:20am. 

We kindly ask that students do not arrive before these times, 

as staff are not on duty and supervision cannot be guaranteed. 

Ensuring students arrive within supervised hours helps us 

maintain a safe and supportive environment for all. 

Thank you for your cooperation and ongoing support in 

keeping our OLSH community safe and well cared for. 

Pupil Free Days Term 4 2025  

Monday 3 November – Report Writing Day 

Monday 1 December – 2026 Planning Day  

Wednesday 17 December – Staff PL Day 

Thursday 18 December – Magnify Day 

Friday 19 December - Magnify Day 

Emergency Management  

As we approach bushfire season it is a great reminder that as 

part of our bushfire management processes and child 

safeguarding, if the Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is listed as 

'Catastrophic', then OLSH will close pre-emptively. On days 

forecast as Catastrophic (FDR) day in the Fire Weather District 

where the school is located – Northern Country - no staff, 

student or parent will be allowed onsite for their own safety. 

At OLSH, we will provide as much notice to you as we possibly 

can through Seesaw, Facebook and Email.  

As a school on the Bushfire at Risk Register – Level 4 for 

grassfire – as part of our ongoing preparations and review of 

our emergency management we will have an emergency drill 

to practise an evacuation of the school to transport our 

students to another location in Term 4. We will not be 

transporting our students to another location, but will ensure 

we can review the process to ensure it is an effective 

emergency plan to ensure the safety of our students, staff and 

families.  

Sports, Subway & Showcase! 

The sports day was so much fun, and the students were absolute 

superstars determined to beat their personal bests, encourage 

each other and get points for their team.  

The obstacle course designed by our Senior students was a great 

success - thank you!  

The learning and growth that our students have achieved this 

term was celebrated and shared with our families at our 

Learning Showcase after the sports! Thank you to our families 

for joining us! 

Years 3 & 4 Billabong Camp – 8, 9 & 10 October  

The permission form for this camp is on PAM and students have 

been sent home the information pack about the camp. If you 

have any questions about the camp please see Lisa.  

Years 5 & 6 Canberra Camp – 24-28 November  

We will confirm numbers for this camp on Monday 6 October. 

Families completed their expression of interest back in March. 

However, if your child will no longer be attending the camp 

please let Lisa know before this date.  

Season of Creation: Blessing of the Animals  

Yesterday, the OLSH community came together in a beautiful 

and fun celebration of the Blessing of the Animals, honouring 

the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, celebrated on October 4, and 

the Season of Creation—a time when Christians around the 

world unite in reflection, prayer and action to care for our 

common home.  

In the spirit of this ecumenical season, we were delighted to 

welcome Reverend Christine and parishioners from Elmore’s 

Anglican community. Thank you for joining us. We were very 

fortunate to have Fr Caldow and Reverend Christine, along with 

our students, leading the blessing ceremony.  

Students, staff and families gathered with an array of pets—

from photos and toys representing students’ pets to dogs and a 

lizard and even our school yabbies, fish and frogs! Each animal 

was blessed, acknowledging their role in our lives as 

companions, comforters and part of God’s wondrous creation.  

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the families who 

participated and made this event so special by bringing our 

students’ beloved animals to school and for taking them home 

again. Thank you to Ms Nihill for organising this wonderful 

celebration, our amazing staff for their support of our students 

and their pets and to Fr Caldow and Reverend Christine for 

leading us in our very first Blessing of the Animals. 

  



 

 

Term 3, Week 8: Congratulations to the whole school  as our Learners of the Week! 

Congratulations and Thank you to Gus for all the incredible work you have done throughout your Work 

Experience week. 

2026 Foundation Enrolments  

Still Open 

Melbourne Museum & IMAX Excursion - Friday 17 

October  

We are all super excited about our Melbourne Museum 

and IMAX Excursion on Friday 17 October. We will be 

travelling by bus to the Melbourne to experience IMAX The 

Story of Earth 3D and the Melbourne Museum education 

sessions to further enhance our learning in geography and 

science as well as explore all the great museum exhibits. 

Our planned time of departure from Elmore is 6:50am and 

arrival time back to Elmore at 5:20pm.  

• IMAX The Story of Earth 3D The Story of Earth 3D | 

IMAX Melbourne 

• Climate and Environment session for the combined 

Years 2–6 group   

• Living Things: Bugs session – Foundation and Year 1   
 

School Engagement Surveys 
 

Thank you to our students, staff and families for completing 

this survey. This will be valuable information for our new 

School Improvement Plan and to help us to continue to 

grow and improve. 

Let’s Bee Better Readers  

Our reading will happen outside now that 

winter is over. We had a great start to spring 

with our first outside reading session last 

week.  

Magnify Sandhurst  

There are some great insights into Magnify Sandhurst and Catholic 

Education on these locally produced podcasts.  

https://imaxmelbourne.com.au/movie/the-story-of-earth-3d
https://imaxmelbourne.com.au/movie/the-story-of-earth-3d


 



 



 

 





Volunteering at OLSH – Volunteer Applications  

At Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, the safety and wellbeing of our students is our highest priority. To uphold our commitment to 

child safety, ALL Volunteers are required to review and acknowledge our Child Safe Code of Conduct, Staff & Students Professional 

Boundaries Policy and Photography & Video Policy and Procedures. Additionally, Volunteers must complete a Volunteer Registration 

form and successfully complete the CESL School Volunteer Induction before commencing their role as a Volunteer. 

We deeply value the contributions of our Volunteers and appreciate your support in maintaining a culture of care and protection. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who have already completed their applications and for the 

valuable contributions you make to OLSH. Together, we can continue to provide a safe and 

nurturing space for every child to thrive. 

For more information regarding volunteering, contact us or click on the link to complete the Volunteer 

Registration form.  Volunteer Registration Form or scan the QR Code. 

All Volunteers will be asked to: 

• Complete a Volunteer Registration form (including personal details, Working with Children 

Check (WWCC) and 2 personal referees), please inform your referees they will be contacted by 

the school in relation to your volunteering. 

• Once you have completed the Volunteer Registration form and are approved to Volunteer at 

the school, you will be sent an email with a link to access the required training: (Please note – Completing this induction replaces 

the previous onsite induction interview) 

• CESL School Volunteer Induction; and 

• Read and acknowledge the Child Safe Code of Conduct, Staff & Students Professional Boundaries Policy and Photography & 

Video Policy and Procedures. 

All Volunteers will be required to update details at the start of each year and inform the school of any changes to your circumstances or 

updates to your WWCC. All Volunteers will need to complete the CESL School Volunteer Induction and read and acknowledge all 

relevant safeguarding policies at the start of each school year even if an existing Volunteer. 

All information received regarding volunteering and providing referee details will be maintained in line with CESL Privacy Policy. 

Please direct your referees to complete their initial referee check online using the QR Code below.  

If you have any questions, or would like support to complete your application, please contact the school.  

Volunteer Application 

https://ceosandhurst.csassurance.com/contracts/new?contract_template=761&token=f88znMBxKuz64Sud4nc4



