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From the Principal… 

Newsletter No. 40                                     11th December, 2024 

December 11th, 2024  
  
Dear Parents,   
Welcome to Week 10. We started this week in absolute 
stunning fashion with our Year 5 students hosting our 
Week 2 Advent liturgy. The time and effort that they put 
into this was fantastic and it provided with a wonderful 
reflection of what a fortunate part of the world we live in 
and how many people in the world are currently 
displaced from their homes and living in fear and 
uncertainty. It was also terrific to see many parents and 
members of our community present – for anyone who 
can make it along, we will be having our third and final 
Advent Liturgy in the Chevi Centre at 8.55am next 
Monday morning.  

COMING UP AT OLSH… 

DEC 2024  

Fri 13th Gym & Swimming 

Mon 16th  Avent Liturgy 8:55am—Gr 5 Room 

Tues 17th Gr 6  Celebration Day 

Wed 18th Student Christmas party day 

Thu 19th  Students Last Day 

Thu 19th Celebration Mass  at OLSH Church 
and Picnic dinner at school 

JAN 2025  

Tues 28th & 
Wed 29th 

PUPIL FREE DAYS—Staff Professional 
Learning 

Thurs 30th Grades 1-6 return for 2025 

Fri 31st Foundation students begin 

  
Staffing for 2023  
I know that you will join me in congratulating Janette on her exciting new appointment as Assistant Principal of 
Tarnagulla Primary School. Whilst Janette will be greatly missed for her professional expertise and personal 
attributes, this is a wonderful advancement for her career. As stated in the letter that came home on Monday, 
this has also necessitated some movement amongst our current staff, with the classroom structure as follows:  
 
F – 1 Kim Portwine (and Sandra Price)  
 
Yr 2-4 – Lizzy Forbes (and Sandra Price)  
 
Yr 5-6 – Denise Nihill  
 
The above also circumvents a significant staffing reduction that is due in 2026 due to the decline in student 
numbers throughout the school.  
  
New Principal Announcement  
Today you will have received a letter from CES indicating that Lisa Hitchcock has been appointed principal of 
OLSH from 2025 onwards. Lisa is currently acting principal at Tallangatta in the Northeast, and will see this 
position through to the end of Term 1 next year. We are so fortunate therefore, that Matt Mann has agreed to 
be acting principal for Term 1 – this is a wonderful result for the school all round. Whilst Matt needs no 
introduction, Lisa will be new to everyone. Let me assure you that she is a person and educator of the absolute 
highest quality and that you are truly blessed that she will be joining our magnificent community next year. I 
really look forward to you all getting to know her, and in coming to recognise her many wonderful personal and 
professional attributes.   
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End of Year Liturgy and Community Gathering  
Next week we have our end of year liturgy and community 
gathering to honour our Year 6’s who are moving on and 
to say farewell to another school year. Please note some 
important information in relation to this:  
Our Liturgy begins at 6.00pm in the Church. This is a litur-
gy and not a Mass, as Father Caldow in unable to make it 
to this timeslot  
After our Liturgy we will come back to school for our meal 
and to hear the musical performances of the children. 
For dinner you have two options:  
-Subway (the order is up on Canteen Hub and will be deliv-
ered on the night)  
-Rochester Pizza (you only need to ring and place your or-
der and pay over the phone – please call 5484 1990) - 
these will be delivered also  
 
Swimming   
For Friday’s swimming session all students are required to do a swim and rescue whilst wearing ‘normal 
clothes’, so could all students please bring along an extra pair of shorts and a shirt to wear over the top of their 
bathers for this session, thanks.  
  
School Fees 2025  
Along with this newsletter, you will be receiving notice of the school fees for 2025. Please be advised that 
school fees will increase by 3% as suggested by CESL and in line with CPI increases. A huge thanks to Nerida for 
her work in pulling this all together.  
  
Health Care Cards 2025  
It is really important for our school to be fully aware of those families who have a Health Care Card. Families 
with a HCC are entitled to significant school fee reductions, but this cannot be applied if we do not know about 
it. So, please, contact Nerida if you have a Health Care 
Card, or if you think you will have one in 2025.  
  
Key Dates  
Looking ahead in our calendar, please note the important 
following dates:  
Week 10  
December 13 – Gym and Swimming – final session  
Week 11  
December 17 – Grade 6 celebration  
December 18 – Whole school Christmas party and activi-
ties  
December 19 – Students final day – 3.25 finish, Year 6 
Graduation liturgy – 6.00pm, Community gathering back at 
school from 7.00pm  
 
Cheers, 
Craig 







SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

Uniforms can be ordered at any time: 

• Phone Hip Pocket on 5480 1027 or 

• Visiting Hip Pocket at 173 Pakenham St, Echuca. 

Families are also welcome to go through our stock of second 

hand items. Call the office to make a time. 


